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Christian Value: Compassion 

 



St Andrew’s Primary School 

 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

This term we are focussing on the Christian value of compassion. Please see the termly 

values newsletter that explains this in more detail. In keeping with the compassion focus, in 

previous years, our school has supported “Every Child Needs Christmas” local campaign for 

the families of underprivileged children. Together, we have always collected lots of gifts that 

have been delivered by school staff to the charity organisers to distribute locally. If you feel 

that you are able to give a gift and make a difference to a child in the local area, please drop 

these off at the school office by Wednesday 3rd December. The charity suggests gifts of £5-

£10 for a child that is 0-16 years and unwrapped (there is a discrepancy re the suggested 

financial amounts between the poster and what is on their Facebook page).  



 

 

 

Yesterday, Eagle Crew made the short walk from school to the Memorial Hall to take part in 

the St. Andrew’s Church Armistice Service. The service was well attended by members of the 

congregation, local residents and the business community. At 10:55am the traffic was 

stopped outside of the hall. All of the children listened keenly and took part in the service 

showing their deep respect and understanding for the occasion. Following the two-minute 

silence and some final words from Matt, the children made their way back to school. Many 



of the adults present at the service took time to comment to Mr Quinton personally how 

impressed they were with the children’s behaviour and understanding of the occasion.  

The rest of the school took part in two-minute silence in their classroom’s with their crew as 

part of their class worship which was centred around the meaning of remembrance. 

 

 

We have some staffing updates to share. A welcome to Mrs Youde to our Learning partner 

team. Sadly, we need to share that Mrs Rees is unwell and won’t be at school for some time. 

She has started cancer treatment. Parents of Robin crew are already aware but Mrs Rees 

was happy for this information to be shared with all our families as she has been a Learning 

partner for so many of your children’s crews. We are all thinking of her at this difficult time 

and have her in our thoughts.  

Fran Martin 



Compassion Newsletter 

 

Nurture Hub 

Nurture Principle: Our school and classrooms are safe spaces. 

St Andrews ‘Child talk’: Our classrooms are always safe spaces. 

One of the 6 principles of nurture is that the school and classrooms are safe spaces for all 

children. If the children feel safe and secure within their school, they are able to learn more 

effectively. The classrooms should be welcoming and inviting for all and the relationships the 

children develop with the adults in their classrooms are vitally important in order for the 

children to succeed in their social, emotional and mental health as well as academically. 

Here are just some of the ways St Andrew’s creates a safe, secure space for children. 

· All classes have a zones of regulation board that the children access daily. This helps the 

children to know that they are valued and so are their feelings. It also means adults (and 

other children) can recognise how others are feeling and offer them the nurture and support 

they need. 



 

· Classes have visual timetable using widget symbols to give consistency across the school. 

This means that the children feel safe in knowing what is going to happen that day. The 

children can see visually what they have done and what is 

coming up. Often the routines of the day are predictable and the children feel secure 

knowing this and can concentrate on what they need to be doing at that time. 

· Classes have a calm area/relaxation space with a box of resources to support regulation. 

This means that children have a space they can go to if they need the time and space to self-

regulate. 

· Children have a sense of belonging to their crew. 

 

· Children have a sense of belonging and accountability in their class by helping to devise and 

then sign a class contract. 



 

· Children have a sense of belonging in their class when they take part in collaborative art or 

their work is displayed along with all the other children’s in their class. 

 

 

 

· Recognition boards for children displaying certain values or qualities. This is a way to show 

children that they have been noticed doing the right thing and encourages the same 

behaviour in the future. 

· All children are part of a treetops group which is led by some Y6 pupils and has a mixture of 

year groups. This is another example of them being a part of something and having a place 

in a different group other than their crew. Children develop relationships with children 

across the school. 



· Wellbeing and anti-bullying leaflets on display after being spoken about in treetops for 

children to refer back to if they need support. 

· Anti-bullying ambassadors- children within the school that can offer support to children 

and to raise awareness. 

· Whole school displays reflect our school values and show how they underpin all the things 

that we do as a school 

 

 

 

· Well-being and safeguarding displays around the school for children- signposting them to 

resources and support should they need it. 

 

· Staff picture displays so children feel safe and secure knowing who is who and they know 

who are the trusted adults they can speak to if they need to. 

Reading at home with your child 

Reading at home with your child.  



Research consistently shows that parents reading to their children, especially during Key 

Stage 2 (ages 7-11), has significant and lasting positive impacts on literacy development, 

language skills, and overall academic success. While the frequency of shared reading tends 

to decline as children get older, maintaining this practice is crucial for fostering a love of 

reading and supporting children's learning.  

Reading to children is a powerful tool that offers a wide range of benefits, impacting their 

language development, academic success, social-emotional skills, and overall well-

being. Reading with your children, regardless of age, is crucial for fostering a love of reading 

and setting them up for a successful future.  

Click on the links below to find recommendations of books to read with your child. Many of 

these books can be borrowed for free from the school library or from your local library.  

 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book-recommendations/booklists/100-best-books/ 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/browse-by-age 

https://www.thereaderteacher.com/  

 Find top tips on the link below for supporting your child to read at home. The ‘Library and 

Reading for Pleasure’ section of our school website also has links to offer support.  

https://wordsforlife.org.uk/themes/book-lists-for-children-and-young-people/ 

Thank you for your on-going support.  

If you have any questions about supporting your child with their reading please do ask your 

child’s teacher or chat to Mrs Gilbert. 

 

Young Carer Club 

A Young Carer is a young person, Under 18, who provides care for family members with 

health or disability challenges.  

 St Andrew's has a thriving Young Carer club.  We meet once a term on a Tuesday, 3.15pm - 

4.15pm. 

 We will shortly be sending out a questionnaire to all families.  

 In the meantime, If you think your child could be a Young Carer and may benefit from our 

club, please contact me in confidence. 



 Julie.mayo@standrewsprimary.org.uk. 

 School Nursing Offer 

The school nursing team are able to offer parents several sessions throughout the year.  At 

the moment these sessions are:  

Family Foundations - supporting with successful family dynamics   

Toilet Talk - supporting bladder and bowels 

Sweet dreams - helping your child to sleep well  

There are a maximum of 8 places on each session. If you are interested in attending any of 

these, please contact Mrs Mayo on julie.mayo@standrewsprimary.org.uk or catch me on the 

gate in the mornings. 

National Child Measurement Programme 

As part of the National Child Measurement Programme (NCMP), all children in Reception 

and Year 6 are offered height and weight checks at school each year. These checks help 

monitor children’s growth across the country and help the NHS and local councils in planning 

health and leisure services to support healthy lifestyles. Sirona - School Nursing Team will be 

in school to carry out those checks for Year 6 children on Monday 15th December.  

Mental Health Support 

North Somerset Public Health Team have recently commissioned a free mental health 

wellbeing support package from Qwell for parents and carers. The service offers free, safe 

and anonymous mental health and wellbeing support. Support includes a supportive online 

community, counsellor support, practical advice and information as well as access to a range 

of emotional wellbeing tools. Please see the poster below for more information. 



 

Understanding Emotions Workshop 

 

Smartphone safety and Cyberbullying 

Kooth are holding a free 45 minute webinar for families on smartphone safety and 

cyberbullying on Thursday 20th November from 6pm. 

They will share practical tips on how to help children deal with potential problems, how 

parents can spot signs of cyberbullying and what action to take. The webinar will include 

information on: 



• •How their phone grabs and holds their attention 

• •The pressure they may feel to be online 

• •What cyberbullying might look like 

• •The impacts of social media and bullying 

• •How you can help young people stay safe 

• •How they can build a positive online space - information about Kooth for them and 

Qwell for parents/carers 

If you would like to attend, please use the sign up link below. 

Kooth-webinar for families: smartphone safety & cyberbullying1 

After School Sports Clubs - Have your Say 

After-school sports clubs in Term 3 - Have your say! 

We would like to make sure that the after-school sports clubs at St Andrews Primary are fun 

and enjoyable for all children. Please talk to your child(ren) and let us know what would 

their favourite sport of choice to do after school would be. Please click on the link below to 

provide us with your answer by Friday, 21st November, so we can discuss with PH Active - 

our clubs provider. Please fill in separately for each child - one form equals one vote! 

What after-school sports clubs would your child like to attend in term 3? – Fill in form2 

 
1https://connect.kooth.com/events/event/for-families-smartphone-safety-and-cyberbullying-20-nov 
2https://forms.office.com/e/Vy0kgYpw9X 



Times Tables Rockstars Event 

 



Music Tuition 

 

Pupils that have gone above and beyond 

 



Celebration Assembly 

 

Celebration Assembly 17th October 2025 

Robin Crew                   Louis    Henry 

Kingfisher Crew            Nevaeh   Rhys 

Jay Crew                        Lily S    Riley 

Owl Crew                       Claydon     Ellis 

Kestrel Crew                 Josh B         Ruben 

Falcon Crew                  Kasper     Jonah       

Eagle Crew                    Dolly      Lukas 

Children In Need - Friday 14th November  

Don't forget this Friday 14th November is Children In Need. Children are welcome to wear 

something yellow or spotty to school. Children In Need merchandise is also acceptable. 

Please make any donations you wish to directly to Children In Need via the 

link.https://donate.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/default-2  



 

PTA Christmas Shopping 

 

Once again, the PTA are thrilled to be inviting the children to take part in a Christmas 

shopping event. This really is a fun event when the children make their own choices for 

Christmas gifts, write their own labels and wrap the presents that they have chosen for 

family and friends. 

This event will be held during school hours on Friday 5th December.  Letters have now been 

sent home with children. If you wish to participate, please complete and return the form to 

the school office by Monday 17th November. 

Holiday, Activity and Food 

Does your child receive benefits related free school meals? If so they are entitled to free HAF 

activities during the holiday season and the bookings are now live. Please see the flyer 

below for more information. 



 

Community News 

Congresbury Wreath Making 

 



Coding Club 

 

 

 

 

School Calendar Dates  

Term Dates 2025 - 2026             

Term 2 - Monday 03 November 2025 to Friday 19 December  

Term 3 - Monday 05 January 2026 to Friday 13 February 2026                    

Term 4 - Monday 23 February 2026 to Thursday 02 April 2026                    

Term 5 - Monday 20 April 2026 to Friday 22 May 2026                                

Term 6 - Monday 01 June 2026 to Wednesday 22 July 2026    

  

INSET days 2025 – 2026   

Monday 03 November 2025  



Friday 16 January 2026  

Friday 13 February 2026  

Friday 27 March 2026 

Annual Planner - Dates to Remember 

Dates to Remember 2025 - 2026 

PTA Christmas Shopping Deadline : Monday 17th November 

VIP Club:  Monday 17th November 2025 

Cheddar School Trip : Friday 21st November Yr 4,5,6 

Bikeability Level 2 Y6: Tuesday 25th November @ AM and PM 

Bikeability Level 2 Y6: Wednesday 26th November @ AM or PM 

Bikeability Level 1 Y4: Wednesday 26th November @ AM or PM 

PTA Christmas Shopping: Friday 5th December  

Every Child Needs Christmas Drop off Deadline : Wednesday 3rd December  

Worship for Parents Falcons: Monday 8th December @ 2:45pm 

Nativity Performance to Parents: Wednesday 10th December @ PM 

Nativity Performance to Parents: Thursday 11th December @ AM 

Christmas Dinner and Christmas Jumper Day: 12th December  

PTA Christmas Fair: Friday 12th December 

National Child Measuring Programme Monday 15th December Year 6 AM 

Fish N Chip Disco for Y6: TBC 

Rocksteady Concert for Parents & KS2: Thursday 18th December @ 9:30am 

PTA Mufti Day: Friday 19th December 

 KS2 Sports Festival Monday 12th January 2026 PM 

Worship for Parents Owls: Monday 9th February @ 2:45pm 

PTA Mufti Day: Thursday 12th February 

World Book Day: Thursday 5th March 

Family Breakfast: 27th February 



Parents Evening: Tuesday 24th March @ 4:00-7:00pm 

Parents Evening: Thursday 26th March @ 3:40-6:40pm 

Worship for Parents Kingfishers: Monday 30th March @ 2:45pm 

Y6 Lifeskills: Tuesday 31st March @ PM 

Rocksteady Concert for Parents & KS1: Thursday 2nd April 

PTA Mufti Day: Thursday 2nd April 

PTA Easter Egg Hunt: Thursday 2nd April  

SATs Week & SATs Breakfast: Monday 11th – Friday 15th May 

Worship for Parents Kestrels: Monday 18th May @ 2:45pm 

Y6 Camp: Monday 18th – Friday 22nd May 

PTA Mufti Day: Friday 22nd May 

Sports Day Wednesday 17th June KS2AM / KS1PM 

Reserved Sports Day Wednesday 24th June KS2AM / KS1 PM 

Permission to Play: Friday 3rd July  

Worship for Parents Jays: Monday 6th July @ 2:45pm 

Rocksteady Concert for Parents & KS2: Thursday 16th July 

Y6 Leavers Service: TBC 

PTA Mufti Day: Wednesday 22nd July 

Contacts 

School Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Education-Website/St-

Andrews-Primary-School-Congresbury-631401120595092/ 

 School Office e-mail Address: office@standrewsprimary.org.uk3 

 School Phone Number: 01934 832505 

 
3mailto:office@standrewsprimary.org.uk 


