Supporting your child with fluency in reading
At our school, we aim to develop confident, fluent readers and to foster a love for life long reading. [image: Structured Literacy]Reading for just 10 minutes a day can make a year’s additional progress. Fluency in reading refers to the ability to read text accurately, quickly, and with appropriate expression. It involves effortlessly recognising words and understanding the text at the same time. The more fluently pupils can read, the more motivated they are, which supports them to enjoy reading for pleasure and to read more widely. Below are some tips to help your child with fluency. 
Supporting Emerging readers 
· Repeated reading- if your child struggles with a couple of words in a sentence, encourage them to go back and read it again to support fluency. Try focussing on reading 3 pages a few times, rather than the whole book, to support fluency, confidence and understanding.
· Tracking each word with a finger or book mark.
· Re-reading texts 3 times for emerging readers to build fluency. 
· Book talk- what is happening on the front cover? what can you remember from last time?  Can you retell the story? 
· Modelling – reading back to your children to show what it should sound like.
· Regularly reading to your child so they hear fluent reading.
· Prosody- responding to punctuation. Pointing out punctuation before you start so they know where to change their voice (for ? or !) Using expression. 
How to support more established readers with fluency.
· Lots of reading- practise makes progress! AT LEAST 10 minutes every day. 
· Repeated reads- read the same passage/page a number of times to develop fluency. They should read it at the speed they talk. 
· Tracking with a finger, book mark or ruler. 
· Book talk- what is happening on the front cover? What can you remember from last time? Can you summarise what we have read? 
· Modelling – reading back to your children to show fluency. Then they have a go. 
· Encourage prosody- Is it exciting to read and exciting to listen to? If not, how can we make it better? Try again with more prosody (expression) and fluency. Looking for punctuation so they know where to change their voice (for ? or !) Ask them- Are there points you could pause? Or make their voice louder? Or whisper? 
· If reluctant – listening to audio books and following along or just hearing fluency modelled by an adult is SO important. Read to your child regularly no matter their age. 
For more information please follow this link https://youtu.be/i0cQu7vnDzs
[bookmark: _GoBack]If you would like more support please speak to your child’s teacher or Mrs Gilbert (sarah.gilbert@standrewsprimary.org.uk) 
Thank you
Sarah Gilbert (Reading Lead) 
[image: Children are made readers on the laps of their parents." – Emilie Buchwald]
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