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Christian Value - Respect 

 



Sun-cream, Sunhats and Sunglasses!  

 

Sun-cream, Sunhats and Sunglasses! As the nicer weather arrives, please can you ensure 

that you send your child into school with a named sunhat and also sunglasses if they wear 

them. Unfortunately, as you can imagine, we do not have the time to apply sun-cream to all 

of the children in every class! So please apply before school and send you child into school 

with a named bottle of cream which they will need to apply themselves.  

Changes to FSM eligibility from September 2026 

Free School Meals Expansion and Changes from September 2026 As you are probably aware, 

all pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are entitled to a free hot school lunch. This 

initiative was introduced by the Government in 2014 and aims to ensure that all children can 

benefit from a hot meal at lunchtime. Additionally, your child might be eligible for Free 

School Meals programme based on your income or personal circumstances. Children may be 

eligible for a free school meal on this basis, if parents are in receipt of one or more of the 

below benefits.  

The income threshold to qualify is that of £7,400:  

• Income support  

• Child tax credit  

• Working Tax Credit  

• Income based Job seeker’s allowance or Employment and Support Allowance  

• Income related Employment support allowance  

• Support under part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  



 

It has recently been announced that FSM programme is going to expand as of September 

2026 to include families receiving Universal Credit, who will be able to access free school 

meals. If your child is joining Reception class in September 2026 and you believe that you 

are entitled to claim for a free school meal because you are in receipt of one or more of the 

above benefits, or you are receiving Universal Credit it is essential that you apply for the FSM 

benefit (even though all pupils in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are already entitled to a free 

school lunch). This also applies to families who receive Universal Credit and whose children 

are already attending school. This is important because Pupil Premium funding to schools is 

relevant to the number of pupils who are entitled to receive free school meals. If parents 

who receive such benefits do not apply for free school meals, then the school will not 

receive the maximum funding to re-invest into the education of your child. Additionally, if 

you are not currently entitled but your circumstances change, it is really important that you 

still submit an application. Please call into the office and speak to one of the team, who will 

be pleased to help you with any questions you may have.  

The second big change is that the transitional protection policy will no longer apply to 

children entitled to Free School Meals and it will terminate at the end of the 2025-26 

academic year. This means that the eligibility for FSM will only be granted for one academic 

year at a time.  

Re-checks for each child will be required every year going forward. All existing pupils in 

receipt of free school meals will need to have their entitlement re-checked before the start 

of September 2026, over the summer break. Anyone who was awarded FSMs over 2 years 

ago would have applied via an old system. These parents/carers, as well as parents of the 

children joining Reception in September 2026 will need to apply/reapply via their North 

Somerset Citizen’s account (which is the same as the one used for School Admissions 

applications), before September 2026, but not sooner than from the beginning of August. To 

apply please use this link: https://n-somerset.gov.uk/my-services/schools-learning/local-

schools/free-school Please contact school office if you have any questions or need support 

in applying. Unfortunately, North Somerset Council have advised that the schools cannot 

apply on parents’ behalf, however, we are happy to guide you through the process and help 

wherever we can. 



 

CHANGES TO

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
GUIDANCE FOR PARENTS AND CARERS

From September 2026, more

families will be eligible for
Free School Meals

LIGHTHOUSE
SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP

Applying could save you up

to £495 per child, per
year, on school lunches

FREE SCHOOL MEAL EXPANSION

More famities may be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM) from september 2026, when
families receiving Universal Credit will be able to access free school meals.

There will be two types of Free School Meal eligibility from September 2026:

!

TARGETED FSM

Continues to be based on

the existing £7,400 income
threshold.

EXPANDED FSM (NEW)
Applies to meals only. Covers
pupils whose households are in
receipt of Universal Credit

IMPORTANT: While eligibility to Expanded FSM will be automatically granted
to all recipients of Universal Credit, families will still need to apply to
reoeive this benefit.

RECHECKS FOR ALL PUPILS CURRENTLY IN RECEIPT OF FSM

Sinoe 2018, there has been a Free School Meal transitional protection policy to ensure that children didn't

lose their free school meals if their family's income increased. This meant that free sohool meals

entitlement has been typically locked in until the end of the child's current phase of education (e.g. end
of primary or secondary school).
This protection is ending at the end of the 2025-26 ecademic year.

This means that all existing pupils in receipt of free school meals will need to have their entitlement

recheoked before the start of September 2026. If your family's earnings exceed the FSM threshold, your
child(ren) will lose their eligibility and pay for school meals from September 2026.

In most cases, these

reoheaks wtll be automatio

and no action will be

requtred by parents

NORTH SOMERSET SCHOOLS ONLY

Anyone whe was awarded FSMs over 2 years

ago would have applied via an old system

These porents/csrers will need to reapply via
their Narth Somerset Citisen's account.

ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR SCHOOLS THAT BENEFITS PUPILS

Pupil Premium is extra funding given to schools for every child whose family is entitled

for Targeted Free School Meals. This money makes a big different to sohools and the

eligible pupils. It is often used for extra resources, sohool trips and additional staff.

Pupil Premtum will continue to be petd to schools for those puptls who have been

covered by the transitional protection arrangements outlined above.

FIND OUT MORE: WWW.LSP.ORG.UK/FSM-CHANGES



 

FREE SCHOOL MEALS
HOW TO APPLY

LIGHTHOUSE
SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP

Applying is quiok, easy and oould save you up to £495 per ohild, per year on sohool lunohes

1 CHECK IF YOU COULD BE ELIGIBLE

From September 2026, more famtltes may be eligible for Free School Meals (FSM):

• TARGETED FSM- based on low household income (see benefits listed below)

EXPANDED FSM - if you receive Universal Credit, you may be eligible

MY CHILD IS IN RECEPTION OR KS1-

DO I STILL NEED TO APPLY?

Yes, children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2

receive Universal Infant Free School Meals

automatically. However, registering for Free

School Meals may provide access to

additional funding and support for

the sohool and your child

YOU COULD BE ELIGIBLE FOR FSM IF:

1. Your household recieves Universal Credit

OR

2. You recetve any of the following benefits:

Income support

Income based Jobseeker's Allowance or Employment and

Support Allowance

support under Part VI of the Immigration & Asylum  Act

+Child Tax Credit

Working Tax Credit
"further details apply-tee full tht  here.

2 HOW TO APPLY - You can apply using the following methods:

APPLY ONLINE (recommended)
Apply before the end of the summer

break, via your looal oounoil website:

North Somerset Council -apply here

BANES Counoil - apply here

Bristol City Council - apply here

APPLY USING A PAPER FORM

Complete the paper applioation form and
return it to your school offloe before the

end of July 2026.

✔You oan find the form here

✔Hard oopies are available from the
school office

✔If your child is moving to a new sohool
in September, please pass the form to

the new sohool before the end of term

3

4

WHEN TO APPLY

Apply online over the summer break, or return the paper form to your

sohool office by the end of the summer term, to ensure your paper work is

prooessed in time for the start of September.

WHAT HAPPENS NEXT

You will be notified of the outoome of your application.

Important to note: parents will need to reapply every year

FIND OUT MORE

Follow the QR code to

find further detalis

FIND OUT MORE: WWW.LSP.ORG.UK/FSM-CHANGES



Permission to Play  

 

Fundraising - Guess the name of the Teddy 

 

To raise money for our charity, Gympanzees, we are doing a guess the name of the teddy. 

Leela in Year 6 has kindly donated a giant dog as the teddy. If your child would like the 

chance to win this giant dog, it is £1 for a guess. The Year sixes will go round to all the classes 

and children can have a guess then. The winner will be announced within the next few 

weeks. 

Information on becoming a Governor  

We’re on a mission to bring more passionate local governors into our community, and we’ve 

just released a video to help spread the message. 



Embed://<iframe src="https://standrewsceprimaryschool-

my.sharepoint.com/personal/carmen_lewis_standrewsprimary_org_uk/_layouts/15/embed.

aspx?UniqueId=9bbaf9b0-8ae3-48eb-a697-

d9843e55dab4&embed=%7B%22ust%22%3Atrue%2C%22hv%22%3A%22CopyEmbedCode%

22%7D&referrer=StreamWebApp&referrerScenario=EmbedDialog.Create" width="640" 

height="360" frameborder="0" scrolling="no" allowfullscreen title="Video - BECOME A 

GOVERNOR.mp4"></iframe> 

 

A visit from Author Chris Smith - Tuesday 7th July 

 

Best-selling author Chris Smith will be visiting St Andrew's Primary on Tuesday 7th July to 

talk about his series The New Famous Five. Inspired by the beloved Enid Blyton stories, Chris 

will be talking about outdoor adventures, hidden treasure solving, mystery writing and 

everything else Famous Five.  



 

 

PTA Fun Run News 

 



HAF Summer Bookings -LIVE 

HAF Summer bookings are now live. For information on what's to offer and how to book, 

please see the flyer below. 

 

North Somerset Mental Health Team Update 

 

The North Somerset Mental Wellbeing Team have developed a new online resource for 

children, young people and adults to find mental health support services for CYP. We want 

users to be able to find the right service at the right time. There are two sections to this 

webpage: one for CYP themselves to use and one for adults to use. Both webpages are 

organised into categories of support to help users find the right support 

https://www.betterhealthns.co.uk/mental-wellbeing/children-and-young-people-mental-

health-support-in-north-somerset/ 

Wellspring Counselling  

 



 

North Somerset Walking Challenge 2026 

At the end of April 2026 an article appeared encouraging North Somerset work teams to 

take part in a May Walking Challenge.  Always keen on a challenge, I popped the 

information onto our staff group to gauge any interest.  I was blown away when 

immediately 10 keen people came back.  The challenge began.  

As we are all a pretty fit bunch, we discussed how many daily steps a challenge would be 

and agreed a  target of 13,000. 

What a month it was! A WhatsApp group was set up and Mrs Baird, Mrs Midgley, Mrs Riley, 

Ms Dyson, Mrs Gilbert, Mrs Riddiford, Ms Stevens, Ms Tivey, Ms Plimbley and myself 

recorded daily steps, walks and photographs. 

 Family were encouraged to join walks, you may have seen Mrs Riley and Mrs Mayo 

walking the village at  7.00am for a 5k before school, group evening walks were arranged 

and Ms Plimbley even managed a walk in South Africa.  

We had so much fun and even though it was a team effort, everyone's competitive sides 

definitely came out with Mrs Baird ending the month with a 30k walk Mendip Challenge.  

Out of 19 team entries, St Andrew's came first for the amount of steps recorded at 

4,705,792.  

The whole event saw 40 million steps counted equal  to walking the length of Britain 23 

times. 

What an achievement!!  

 

Congresbury Library Read to the Beat Summer Challenge 

We’re delighted to tell you that the Summer Reading Challenge is back in North Somerset 

Libraries this year! The Summer Reading Challenge is a great way to encourage four to 11-

year-olds to keep reading books over the summer and help them boost their reading skills. 

Last year over 2500 children took part in North Somerset, and we want to reach even more 



this year. We are also inviting pre-schoolers to take part this year, with a special mini 

challenge. 

  

We have also been lucky enough to be gifted a prize for the school with the highest 

percentage of participants - one reading-themed Wall Art project from Wall Art by Promote 

Your School, including design, print and installation. (See attached terms and conditions for 

more details) 

Our exciting partnership with Universal Music Group UK will open doors for children to 

explore the creative power of reading and music. The link between music and storytelling 

runs deep. Think rhythm, self-expression, and creativity. Children will have the opportunity 

to hear from inspiring musicians at the top of their game, championing the joy of reading. 

The official Read to the Beat Collection includes books about musicians, characters 

discovering music, sound science, cultural traditions, rhythm, storytelling through sound, 

breaking down barriers to music, creative expression and following your dreams. 

Recent research shows that children’s enjoyment and engagement in reading is in decline, 

despite research from the OECD showing that reading for pleasure is the single biggest 

indicator of a child’s future success – more important than either parents’ educational 

background or household income. The Summer Reading Challenge supports children to get 

excited about reading throughout the summer, helping to maintain their reading at a time 

when engagement can often dip.   

• It’s totally free to take part. 

• Children can sign up in North Somerset Libraries from Saturday 4 July 

• If they read any 6 library books of their choice, they will collect a sticker per book for 

their challenge folder. 

• If they complete the challenge by Saturday 12 September, they will receive a 

certificate and medal while stocks last. 

  

The Summer Reading Challenge: 

• Significantly improves reading confidence and independence. 

• Ensures pupils are ready for their return to school, preventing the summer reading 

‘dip’. 

• Aids the successful transition between year groups and key stages. 

• Contributes to all pupils’ achievement. 



• Encourages extra-curricular activity – encouraging family engagement with reading. 

• Develops links between your school, the library and the wider community. 

 

 



 

After School Sports Clubs - Term 6 

PH Active are back again next term continuing to provide some exciting sports activities for 

the children after school. There are a couple of different activities for the children to try. 

Please see details on the flyer below. Booking is directly with PH Active. 

 



Children who have gone above and beyond 

 

 

Celebration Assembly 

 

Friday 19th June 

Robin Crew: Henry    Louis B 

Kingfisher Crew: Max   Zach 



Jay Crew: Dylan    Piper 

Owl Crew: Sebastian   Louis 

Kestrel Crew: Freya    Samuel  

Falcon Crew:  Matilda   Zoe 

Eagle Crew:    Samuel S   George 

Community News 

Congresbury Youth Partnership Summer Activities 

 

If your child is interested in attending please don't let finance be a reason not to 

consider.  Please speak to Mrs Mayo in confidence. 



YACWAG Event 

 

 



Congresbury Summer Tennis Club 

 



Summer Family Fun Raffle 

 

The raffle is being run to support our community work and offers some fantastic family-

friendly prizes, including: 

• Prize A: Family Pass to Court Farm (2 adults and 2 children) plus a Summer Family Hamper 

containing games, toys, outdoor activities and treats. 

• Prize B: Family Disc Golf Day Pass from Mendip Activity Centre. 

• Prize C: Gift Certificate for 4 people to the Upside Down House, Bristol. 

You can also use the following link which will take youFamily Fun Raffle directly to the entry 

page: https://tinyurl.com/SummerFunRaffle 



Local Summer Fun Days 

 

Local Holiday Camp 

 



 

Somerset Soccer School 

 

Court De Wyck Summer Activity Camp 

 



 

 

 

 

 

School Calendar Dates  

Term Dates 2025 - 2026             

Term 4 - Monday 23 February 2026 to Thursday 02 April 2026                    

Term 5 - Monday 20 April 2026 to Friday 22 May 2026                                

Term 6 - Monday 01 June 2026 to Wednesday 22 July 2026    

 INSET days 2025 – 2026   

Friday 27 March 2026 

 

Term Dates 2026-2027 

Term 1 - Thursday 3rd September 2026 - Friday 23rd October 2026 

Term 2 - Monday 2nd November 2026 - Friday 18th December 2026 

Term 3- Monday 4th January 2027 - Friday 12th February 2027 

Term 4 - Monday 22nd February 2027 - Thursday 25th March 2027 

Term 5 - Monday 12th April 2027 - Friday 28th May 2027 

Term 6 - Monday 7th June 2027 - Friday 23rd July 2027 

 

INSET days 2026-2027 

Thursday 3rd September 2026 



Friday 4th September 2026 

Friday 20th November 2026 

Friday 15th January 2027 

Monday 22nd February 2027 

 Monday 12th April 2027 

Annual Planner - Dates to remember 

Dates to Remember 2025 - 2026 

Reserved Sports Day Wednesday 1st July  KS2AM / KS1 PM 

Permission to Play: Friday 3rd July  

Worship for Parents Jays: Monday 6th July @ 2:45pm 

Visit from Author Chris Smith  Tuesday 7th July PM 

Jay Class Trip to SS Great Britain Tuesday 14th July 

Rocksteady Concert for Parents & KS2: Thursday 16th July 

School Production Bongo Bandits KS2 Thursday 16th July 

School Production Bongo Bandits KS2 Friday 17th July 

Y6 Leavers Service: Tuesday 21st July 1:30pm 

PTA Mufti Day: Wednesday 22nd July 

Contacts 

School Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Education-Website/St-

Andrews-Primary-School-Congresbury-631401120595092/ 

 School Office e-mail Address: office@standrewsprimary.org.uk1 

 School Phone Number: 01934 832505 

 
1mailto:office@standrewsprimary.org.uk 


